
	[image: image1.png]B vorld servies




	        Wisconsin



       International


       Student 



     Experience


WISE PROGRAM

FACT SHEET
The WISE Program is operated under an agreement between World Services of La Crosse, Inc. and the International YMCA Summer Work and Travel Program.  
World Services of La Crosse, Inc.

World Services of La Crosse, Inc. is a partner with the International YMCA in hosting youth from designated cities in Russia.  A Local Coordinator will represent World Services in each Russian city to arrange for participant applications, interview and screening, visa application, employment applications, and travel arrangements.  Upon arrival to the U.S., World Services will provide an orientation program, and will provide on-going social and cultural support to participants.  A Russian adult will serve as facilitator / escort for participants in travel, and will be available as a resource during their U.S. stay.
The International YMCA Summer Work and Travel Program
The YMCA International Work and Travel Program is an educational exchange program recognized by the U.S. Government, and it creates agreements with other hosting organizations to implement some of these exchanges.  The intent of the YMCA program is to give students from around the world the opportunity to experience life in the U.S. during their summer school break.  The goals of the program are to facilitate international understanding and appreciation.  Participants are 'cultural ambassadors' for their country.
Participant Requirements
WISE Program Participants Must Be:
· 18 years of age, responsible and committed to upholding Program guidelines
· Mature, dependable, self-sufficient, able to solve problems
· Currently enrolled as a full-time post-secondary student

· Experienced in a work setting

· Able to comprehend English conversation the first time heard at normal speaking speed

· Either has, or is willing and able to obtain an International passport

· Able to fund program fees and international travel expenses with personal resources, loans or a combination of sources before earning pay in the U.S.  
If you are interested, please contact World Services of La Crosse to arrange for an intake interview and English assessment at mjameson@wslax.us.[image: image2.png]
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� Final year post-secondary students only eligible if they can show proof of acceptance and enrollment in a full-time graduate program
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